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THE POOR PLAYERS. 
“Another and another still succeeds.” 


It would almost seem that when John 
Alleyne became seized with that memorable 
fit of delusion, and saw that miserable thir- 
teenth devil which caused him to take his 
flight from the stage and build Dulwich Col- 
lege, that that pleasant piece of burlesque 
had fixed a ban upon the “poor player” 
which is not to be easily shaken off ; for, in 
his travels, every now and then, the embryo 
wearer of the sock and buskin, if he be not 
actually taken for a devil, he is at least con- 
sidered a very good guide or finger-post to 
the real Orcus himself. 

During the May-fair at Newark, in Not- 
tinghamshire, a company of strolling players 
entered that borough and asked permission 
of the Mayor to put up their portable theatre 
and to represent the sorrows of Black-ey’d 
Susan to as many of the pleasure-seekers as 
chose to patronize them. The worthy Mayor 
saw no harm either in the request or the re- 
presentation of the drama even by an itinerant 
company of players, and therefore freely gave 
his consent. But, lo! he had wl a 
false step! It frequently becomes a duty 
incumbent upon Mayors that they should ad- 
minister wholesome advice to their towns- 
people ; this time, however, the tables were 
turned. Eighty-five of the moral and en- 
lightened butchers, bakers, greengrocers, and 








tallowchandlers of Newark received a severe 
shock, which completely shattered their nerves 
all to horror and despair directly the ‘ poor 
players” began to erect their theatre in the 
market-place. [Make note of it; it was 
for one night only!] These pious trades- 
people forthwith met, debated, and cali- 
graphied. The result was several sheets 
of foolscap besmeared with unseemly words 
of admonition to the Mayor, reproving him 
for the indiscretion which, from his high 
office, he had so bountifully displayed in 
giving permission to a posse of public de- 
moralizers to traduce the innocence of their 
untainted borough by inducing them to enter 
the stronghold of iniquity, and praying that 
he would immediately interdict further pro- 
ceedings. Hear it, ye bigots ! ye intolerants ! 
this clear-sighted Mayor, this ‘excellent . 
and most wise judge” refused to accede to their 
mad request. ‘These maudlin, bumptious hypo- 
crites—these perhaps hourly-cheating huck- 
sters, who look with sublime simplicity upon all 
the iniquities, other than dramatic, that are 
incident to a fair (which are legion)—their 
beer-booths, their spirit-booths, their smok- 
ing and gambling booths, their sword-jugglers 
and swallowers, the soot-besmeared melodists, 
their acrobats, their trapezians and vaulters, 
their profound showmen, and their Cheap 
Jacks—refused to acknowledge the undoubted 
superiority of a company of “ players” who 
had come to pipe forth the language of 
Jerrold and convey a moral (not to pander 
to a diseased appetite, be it remembered), 
thereby to earn an undisguised and an honest 
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pittance, and then away to seek kind fortune 
elsewhere. 

It is really deplorable that we should be 
disturbed from our equanimity every now and 
then by these senseless attacks upon the 
drama and upon players by senseless people ; 
in fact, a set of egregious fools who are not 
weighted with a due allowance of cerebral 
substance, and who thus figure away as the 
most sublime asses of this the nineteenth 
century. Such persons as these dullards who 
protested against the pitching of the players’ 
booth at Newark should be photographed 
and held up to universal ridicule. 

It is a most stubborn fact. within the 
category of natural occurrences that a player 
has a stomach attached to his organiza- 
tion, and that two of the duties abso- 
lately incumbent upon him are these :—That 
he should provide his family with necessary 
provender and raiment. Let those would-be 
moralists, then, who profess to have such an 
overweening regard for the saintly condition 
of their neighbours ponder over these stub- 
born facts, and not endeavour to put into force 
that worst of inhuman acts—the starving out 
of the enemy. Let it be remembered that 
the crust of the strolling player is a hard one, 
and that as he passes from place to place it is 
but from hand to mouth. More than one of 
those great tragic genuises of whom England 
is proud to boast has sprung from their motley 
ranks. Let them, therefore, be treated with 
at least that respect which is accorded to the 
mountebank. Will that time never arrive 
when bigotry shall be abolished and common 
sense become fully developed ? This, for the 
good of the Drama, is one, and the chief, 
amelioration that is wished for by 

a. O. 





PRINCESS’S THEATRE. 

Mr. Charles Kean’s magnificent revival of 
“Henry the Fifth” still continues to draw 
crowded houses, a fact which is not at all to 
be wondered at. Nothing that has ever been 
presented before has approached, in the re- 
motest degree, the marvellous ideas which 
have been realized in all their native hue upon 
the stage of the Princess’s by its most spirited 
and able manager. Mr. Charles Kean had 





geous auxiliaries, and that most astound- 
ing of all stage achievements—the “ Siege of 
Harfleurs ”—will stand as a monument to his 
genius in all times. The acting generally in 
the play is as powerful and as correct as are 
its multitudinous auxiliaries, from the King 
himself to Pistol. Buta few nights more re- 
main for the presentation of this greatest of 
all histrionic achievements—even at the Prin- 
cess’s—and those of the play-going public 
who neglect the opportunity of witnessing (if, 
indeed, one will be guilty of such a manifest 
omission) this great portraiture of English 
chivalry in the fourteenth century, will miss 
the most gorgeous as well as accurate pro- 
duction that has ever been attempted and 
realized, B. W. W. 





LYCEUM. 

Mr. Emery took a farewell benefit at this 
theatre on Wednesday last, previous to his 
trip to America. Metropolitan play-goers 
will bear a pleasing recollection of Mr. 
Samuel Emery, as a character actor of some 
mark at various London theatres within the 
last sixteen years. His specialty at first was 
in Yorkshire parts, such as Tyke, in “The. 
School for Reform,” in which his father was 
unrivalled ; but he soon took a wider range, 
and in the personation of picturesque ruffians 
bid fair to fill the vacancy left by O. Smith in 
this once-popular walk of the drama. We 
need but bring to the recollection of our 
readers his John Peerybingle, in the adapta- 
tion of Dickens’s “Cricket on the Hearth,” 
at the Adelphi; and his Mr, Potter, in To m 
Taylor’s drama of ‘ Still Waters Run Deep,” 
at the Olympic. In these, and many other 
parts, Mr. Emery obtained the eulogy of the 
the press and the approval of the public. 
After struggling against repeated failures and 
reverses, Mr. Emery has at last resolved to 
try his fortunes in the United States, Cali- 
fornia, and Australia. 

At the conclusion of the performance, Mr. 
Emery came forward and addressed the audi- 
ence as follows :— 

“Ladies and Gentlemen,—Leave-taking is 
usually so painful a duty, and, moreover, is 
occasionally productive of such questionable 


| results, that I am desirous of avoiding, if 


hitherto placed so many of the Bard’s plays | possible, the course usually adopted in such 


upon the boards of his theatre in so unequalled 


) cases, 


I do not appear before you to-night 


a manner, that it was fit he should have pro- | for the purpose of confessing either that Time 


duced a crowning effort in his last. Thus 
the production of “Henry the Fifth,” with 


has robbed me of strength to continue longer 
in your service, or that I am otherwise in- 


its beautiful and accurate scenery, its gor- } capacitated for the exercise of my vocation ; 
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neither am I here to indulge in vain regrets 
that so many happy years are buried in the 
past, during which I have appealed to your 
sympathies through so many and varied 
meduns. But I feel I should be wantin 

indeed in my duty to the public, to the art it 
is my pride to follow, and those among whom 
my lot has been cast, did I fail to seize this 
occasion to speak of the present condition of 
the drama and the stage. I am not, be 
assured, about to weary you with a lecture 
on the many sad causes which have led to 
still sadder results in various metropolitan 
theatres ; neither is it possible that in the 
limits allowed me I can point to all of the 
numerous evils which for years past have 
struck at the roots of a goodly tree. I shall 
deal with but a few, and shall carefully en- 
deavour to avoid all reference to persons, 
though I shall not hesitate to speak of prin- 
ciples. Let those whose interest it may be 
to deny my assertions deny them; the public 
may judge as it will. But a few years since 
an outcry arose that the drama, like the sick 
man of Turkey, was sinking, and various 
were the nostrums prescribed to avert the 
calamity. I believe that I am not wrong in 
stating that the first aid proffered sprang 
from her Majesty the Queen; while his 
Royal Highness the Prince Consort proved, 
by his active co-operation, how keenly 
alive he was to the claims urged upon his 
consideration. And how was this succour ? 
How did those who might have employed 
this generous intervention for the behoof of 
a glorious institution dispose of this timely 
help ? Private performances were suggested, 
and for what end? [leave it to those of my 
fellow-labourers in art to say whether this 
scheme was not false in its commencement, 
ungenerous in its concoction, and a failure in 
execution ! Is it to be believed that, had her 
Majesty been besought to pay an occasional 
visit to the principal metropolitan theatres, 
that boon would have been denied ? Can it 
be believed but that, had that course been 
advised, a general good would have been ex- 
perienced by the whole managerial and pro- 
fessional body ? It is to be deplored that a 
present private gain should seem to have 
given birth to the suggestion ; but if it can 
be shown that I am premature in my conclu- 
sions, I am willing to give those inculpated 
the benefit of the doubt. Until then, I feel 
bound to say that never was royal generosity 
so grossly misused—never was so noble an 
effort to raise the falling fortunes of the 


1 


drama so shamefully betrayed. The manage- 
| ment of a theatre is, of a necessity, a specula- 
tion ; but what speculation, I would ask, 
other than a theatre, is made the medium for 
the gratification of mere personal vanity ? 
Were this all fault-finding, I might pause ; 
but, unhappily, the ruin usually attending 
such exhibitions of mental weakness drag 
others into the vortex, and the many suffer 
for the gratification of a few. In a word, 
what I apprehend we want is, the abolition of 
actor-managements. Let our theatres be in 
the hands of enterprising business-men, who 
can can treat the commercial question in a 
commercial spirit. So, you will fiud authors of 
repute ready to sustain the fame of pure Eng- 
lish dramatic literature ; so will actors find 
homes wherein they may be spared this per- 
petual warring with defeated hopes ; so you 
will secure a return to the temples of the 
drama of appreciative audiences ; and, lastly, 
the stage will become once more a household 
word, and not a reproach to our generation. 
A word, in all friendship, to the gentlemen of 
the press. Few men have greater reason 
than myself to bear a greater remembrance 
of their cheering approbation; and, therefore, 
it cannot be supposed that any pitiful feeling 
of disappointment urges me to dwell some- 
what sorrowfully on the evident falling off ob- 
servable in their mode of treatment of matters 
deeply affecting the interests of a large body 
of the community. I should be truly glad to 
see the day when anonymous criticism shall 
belong only to the past. I hope to live to 
see it, when a Englishman’s right fearlessly 
to speak his mind, whether his pen becomes a 
lash or spreads hope before the novice, shall 
be the rule, and not the baneful exception. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I have done. I leave 
you with such feelings of regret as are insepa- 
rable from a parting with friends, associates, 
and patrons, but with a lively hope that I 
may be spared once more to be among you ; 
and, until that happy re-union, I respectfully 
bid you all farewell.” 





Lervs. — Tuzatre Royat.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Mathews paid us a flying visit on Friday 
week, for one night only.—The Princess’s closed 
for the season on the 14th ult., but re-opened on 
Friday for a benefit for Mr. Loraine, under the. 
patronage of the Mayor. 

WorcksTER.—THEATRE RoyaL.—Madame Celeste 
commenced a six nights’ engagement on Monday 
week; and appeared as Miami, in ‘‘ Green Bushes,’ 
and on Tuesday night as Genevieve, in the dram 
| of “A Sister’s Sacrifice.” We need hardly say 
| that her acting was much admired. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 





Z.—Mrs. Siddons, the daughter of Roger Kemble, was 
born in 1755, at a public-house, called the Shoulder 
of Mutton, at Brecknock. 

Music.— Miss Forde, the singer, came out at the 
Haymarket as Poily in the Beggar’s Opera, in the 
year 1826. 

A Sugreyite.— Mr. R. Flexmore, the celebrated 
Clown, was born in the year 1824, and made his 
Jirst appearunce in public at the Victoria in 1832. 

Cz#sar.— We have had fifty letters upon the same 
subject ; our readers must be tired out with them. 
We cannot insert any more. 

C. C.—How must I apply to get on the stage ?—First 
join an amateur club, and get well up in a dozen 

' characters, then play for a benefit ; by this means 
you will make yourself known. 

A New Cius.—Make out the list of numbers you 
require, and apply at Lacy’s, in the Strand, or 
— Bow-street, and you will be sure to get 
them. 
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GARRICK’S FIRST APPEARANCE 
ON ANY STAGE. 


Very early in the dramatic career, or 
rather ere it actually commenced, Garrick 
had made acquaintance with the wit and 
genius of Fielding. Before he trod the boards 
of any theatre, or resolved on making the 
stage his profession, he privately performed a 
character in one of Fielding’s farces, in a 
place and under circumstances of some interest. 
The place was the room over St. John’s Gate, 
Clerkenwell, where a stage was improvised, 
and suitable decorations and dresses invented 
for the occasion. ‘The time was soon after 
Garrick’s friend and tutor, Samuel Johnson, 
had formed a close intimacy with Cave, the 
printer and publisher of Zhe Gentleman's 
Magazine ; whilst Garrick was still in the 
wine trade with his brother Peter, and 
secretly meditating a withdrawal from it, in 
order to adopt the congenial but (in the 
opinion of his mercantile friends) disreputable 
calling of an actor. ‘The audience was com- 
posed, first, of Cave himself, who, though not 
aman of mirth, or with an idea beyond his 
printing presses, had been tickled by John- 
son’s description of his young townsman’s 
powers, and was willing to bear an experi- 
ment upon his risible nerves. Then there 
was the burly Johnson—in those days very 
shabby and seedy indeed, but proudly 
battling his way in the world, and not a 





little elated by reflecting on the figure which 
the boys, who had enjoyed with him and 
Garrick the advantage of being flogged and 
taught by Mr. Hunter, of Lichfield, were 
likely to make in it. Several more of Caves’ 
literary handicraftsmen were doubtless amongst 
the audience—-Webb, the enigma writer; 
Duick, the pen-cutter ; and Tobacco Brown, 
whose serious poetry even the religious John- 
son confessed himself unable to read with 
patience. The actors who assisted Garrick 
upon this occasion were some of Cave’s 
journeymen printers, who laid aside their 
composing-sticks, and read or recited the parts 
allotted to them as well as they could. The 
play was Fielding's successful farce of The 
Mock Doctor ; or, The Dumb Lady Cured, 
in which the debutant played the part of 
Gregory. For broad farcical humour The 
Mock Doctor is almost without its equal ; 
and who can doubt that Garrick did full 
justice to it upon this occasion ? Even Caves’ 
hard features must have soon relaxed into a 
smile, whilst his journeymen were unable to 
read their parts for laughing. As for John- 
son, every one has heard how, in his later 
years, returning from the “ Mitre” with Bos- 
well, in the early morning, he would grasp the 
street post by the Temple-gate, and send . 
forth a peal of laughter, which echoed and 
re-echoed through the silent streets; even 
with such a laugh—broad, hearty, earnest 
indication of enjoyment —did he hail the 
irresistible humour of his clever friend, little 
Davy. 





THE DRAMA FALSIFIED AND 
ITS EXPONENTS MALIGNED. 
(Continued from page 165.) 

All dramatic authors are not born Shak- 


speares—no, not even Beaumonts, Fletchers, 


Otways, Massingers, nor Ben Jonsons ; and 
all dramatic writers do not possess even the 
germs of Shakspeare’s genius. If they did, 
the Bard would no longer be the venerated 
genius he now is ; for if the dramatic writers of 
his time, and since, possessed the gigantic 
mind and the miraculous powers which he did, 
his supremacy would fall to a general standard 
of excellence with his contemporaries and 
successors. But we venture to predict that 
this will never happen, though it is “a 
consummation devoutly to be wished,” in the 
opinion of Mr. Montgomery, who boasts so 
much about “ the loftiest flight of poetry” 
which should be contained in every dramatic 
work, Let us ask this sage gentleman 
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whether he can point out very many dramatic 
compositions other than those of Shakspeare 
which contain “the loftiest flight of poetry,” 
about which he opes his mouth so widely. 
Let him also be honest, and point out some 
of the immoralities of the Elizabethan drama 
which pervaded the works of the Bard’s con- 
temporaries (more, much more, than those of 
the Bard himself), and say whether they are 
fit for representation on the modern stage 
in contradistinction to modern productions. 
There is but one play of Ben Jonson’s 
(“ Every Man in his Humour”) that could be 
presented before an audience of the nineteenth 
century with any show of reason or delicacy, 
and the same may be said of the productions 
of most of his contemporaries. This was 
Elizabethan English. Tom Taylor writes 
Victoria English, and for the simple reason 
that the English have got more polished and 
circumspect in the reign of Victoria than they 
were in the age of Elizabeth. In making 
this remark, we wish it to be understood that 
we do not deteriorate from the quality of the 
poetry of the Elizabethan drama, and only 
intend it to “pply inasmuch as morality was 
concerned. Far be it from us to question 
the genius of Shakspeare, who, we repeat, is 
the greatest dramatist and playwright of all 
time—who exceeded in intellectuality, poetic 
imagination, and genius those classical heroes 
of literature which are to be recognized in the 
names of /Eschylus, Aristophanes, Euripides, 
Sophocles, and Terence ; but let us be just 
and honest, and in our praise of the diamond 
let us not discard the rubies, which are the 
auxiliaries that serve to bring out the efful- 
gence of the more precious mineral, and to 
make it the more brilliant and dazzling. The 
contemporaries of Shakspeare, and every 
dramatic author of any note since his time, 
are the rubies and the brilliants that stud the 
luminous firmament in which Shakspeare 
shone out with such wondrously marvellous 
power, and of which he still is, and ever will 
be, the central orb. Let us respect them, 
then, and estimate them for their proper, their 
accessory worth, and not falsify and “ damn 
them with faint praise,” or sweep them from 
the horizon with no praise at all. We will 
not enter into any further details now ; we 
have so recently expressed our conviction of 
the health and the permanency of the British 
Drama, that it would be superfluous to travel 
over the same ground again. We could not, 
however, suffer the stigma which Mr. Mont- 
gomery had cast upon our present dramatic 





authors and actors to remain without a strong 
reproof, We understand this gentleman 
makes a visit to the metropolis in the ensuing 
autumn. It will be then made apparent 
whether or not our townsfolk are capable of 
distinguishing the true ore from the dross, 
and whether his abilities with regard to the 
Queen’s English and the English Drama will 
merit recognition, or, in default of that, whether 
even he may not be “hissed down !” 
B. W. W. 





BASS’S ROOMS. 

We always feel a pleasure to be present at 
amateur performances, whether they are 
dramatic, musical, or mechanical, if we even 
find one in five hundred that has either na- 
tural or acquired talent. We say to ourselves, 
although Thompson is dead, and gone from 
the number of our catalogued favourites, this 
week has brought into the market Jackson, a 
promising and talented amateur, who will ere 
long fill up the place of the former. So we 
progress from year to year, to the “‘last syllable 
of recorded time.” We are borne out in the 
above remarks by attending a performance on 
Wednesday last at the above rooms, when 
the tragedy of “Hamlet” was very respectably 
acted. The noble Dane was in the hands of 
Mr. C. H. Moreland, who looked the cha- 
racter extremely well. It would not be fair 
to criticise any amateur too closely who un- 
dertook so arduous a character as Hamlet, 
the most difficult, perhaps, of any of the im- 
mortal Bard’s compositions. We can give a 
due meed of praise to this gentleman for his 
painstaking upon this occasion. His readings 
for the most part were correct, and his de- 
meanour upon the stage more easy and dig- 
nified than formerly. The fencing scene was 
very well managed, and also the Tooth. That 
there are a number of scenes that might be 
amended, we are quite aware of, and which 
we would name had we time and space ; suf- 
fice it to say it was a creditable amateur at- 
tempt. The Claudius of Mr. Stanton de- 
mands our especial notice. This gentleman 
has the advantage of a liberal education, a 
fine person ; a nice full, round voice ; and a 
correct delivery. His gait upon the stage is 
gentlemanly and easy, and his by-play very 
correct. In fact, he has very much improved 
altogether, and in such characters he will 
soon bear a high standing by diligence and 
practice. We shall be very glad to see him 
again when opportunity offers. We may fur- 
ther remark he was well and appropriately 
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dressed, and his fine manly figure was well | 


worthy of the habiliments he wore. Mr. H. 
Vincent, as Polonius, was a remarkable in- | 
stance as regards amateurs. He knew the 
text to the letter, and delivered it in a correct 
and artistic manner. He proved he had 
studied well the author, and gave evident 
proof of a careful reading of the character. 
Mr. C. Procter has a good figure, and ap- 
pears to know well the business of the stage ; 
his Laertes only wanted repose—he was rather 
too boisterous at times. He was well up in 
the part, and we observed he frequently had 
to prompt others, which is a great detriment 
to persons placed in such an unenviable situa- 
tion. The Gravediggers were tolerably 
well represented by two young gentlemen 
whose names did not appear in the bill ; and 
the minor characters were done justice to by 
Messrs. Barrett, Nicholson, Silvester, El- 
phinstone, and Stanley. The Ghost should 
not be omitted, being well played by Mr. F. 
Fenton, who wore a beautiful new dress made 
by Mr. Coombs, the costumier to Covent 
Garden Theatre. It is always painful to 
speak of young ladies when they undertake 
characters they are not fitted for, which was 
the case in this instance with Miss Lewis, 
who represented the Queen, and who had 
neither dignity or apparent feeling, and who 
spoke in such a quick and hurried manner 
that it was impossible to catch a word she 
uttered. Miss Merton is a clever actress in 
many characters, and as far as speaking in 
the character of Ophelia went she was correct; 





but she could not portray madness, or sing 
the snatches of poetry given to the character. 
A drama, entitled the “ Ferryman’s Doom,” 
which did not begin till twelve o’clock, 
wound up the entertainments, when we re- 
tired to our domicile. 





LAWSON’S ROOMS. 

A concert took place at these rooms on 
Monday evening, which was very respectably 
attended by the neighbouring inhabitants. 
The singers were chiefly amateurs, who did 
their best to amuse. A Miss Pursell, who 
has a very nice voice, sang two ballads with 
considerable ability, and obtained an encore. 
Mr. Caley recited Othello’s Address to the 
Senate with very great judgment and effect. 
Mr. Barney Esmond sang some Irish songs, 
a la Sam Collins, and caused a complete 
JSurore with the audience. He is very clever, 
and his dancing is the height of comicality. 
He bids fair to be an important rival of the 





celebrated Sam. He has this in his favour, 
he abstains from vulgarity. A selection from 
the farce entitled “*A Morning Call” was 
acted by Mr. Caley and Miss Addington in 
an artistic manner, and was unanimously ap- 
plauded. The gentleman who presided at 
the pianoforte and Miss M. Stanley contri- 
tributed very largely to the success of the 
evening’s entertainment. 





TO “A POOR ACTOR.” 
To the Editor of Tuk Tueatricat Journat. 


Str,—Allow me sincerely to thank the writer 
of the letter in a previous number under the 
signature of “ A Poor Actor,” the expression 
of whdse concurrence of iy poor endeavours 
has gratified me much. Let me assure your 
correspondent that I am proud at having won 
his good opinion. The articles of “ Elisana” 
ought indeed to be read by the whole of the 
theatrical profession, and every playgoer, and 
it was with the hope of attracting the serious 
attention of your readers to them that I dotted 
down my article on ‘The Health of the British 
Drama ;” and believe me, sir, I am fully re- 
paid when I find my wish has been so kindly 
and so flatteringly responded to by “ A Poor 
Actor.” There remains much, very much, 
that has yet to be accorded to the actor, 
many of whose brethren (in spite of the great 
advances which the professors of the sock and 
buskin have made socially during the past 
century, and upwards) still remain in an ano- 
malous position, and a kind of anamorphosis. 
The actor may possibly not have his de- 
serts fully accorded him in our time; but I 
sincerely trust that eventually the many will 
not be ground down to the last stiver for the 
sake of enriching and be-pedestaling the few. 
We are rich in actors, but, alas! we do not 
in all cases enrich them. Let me assure your 
correspondent, “ A Poor Actor,” that these 
are my sincere sentiments, although a non- 
professional of his class. Again thanking 
him for his concurrence and his courtesy, 

I am, &c., 
B. W. W. 





To AMaTgEurs.—We understand that the Mem- 
bers of the -THeatrRicaAL JournaL Crus have in 
rehearsal three excellent pieces, the titles of which 
it would not be our duty to divulge. A few 
gentlemen are wanted to fill up the casts. Full 
particulars may be learned on application to the 
Acting Manager, Mr. Frank Foster, on Tuesday 
evenings (when the Club meet), at the Welsh 
Harp, Chenies-street, Tottenham Court-road. 
Stage Managers, Messrs. George Frisby and 
Francis Lockhart. 
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The anniversary dinner of the South London 


on Wednesday last. In the evening there was a 
concert, supported by Miss Clara St. Casse, and 
Messrs. Lester, Taylor, Kingsbury, and Henry. 

Miss M. Cooper and Mr. J. B. Dale have been 
giving their clever entertainment at St. Albans 
with great success. 

Tus American Dramatic Funp.—The perform- 
ances given in New York, in aid of the American 
Dramatic Fund, came off on the 28thult. The fund 
will be the gainer to the amount of nearly 2,000 
dollars, the expenses being about 600 dollars, and 
the whole sum received approaching 2,500 dollars. 

Sapier’s Wetis.—A dramatic performance will 
be given here on Thursday next, for the benefit of 
Miss Bessie Heath, at which the Ellistonian Club 
will give their assistance in the farce of “ John 
Dobbs.” But there will be a peculiar attraction 
on that evening in the first appearance of Miss 
Adelaide Mavis (or, properly, Meves), from the 
Edinburgh Theatre. 

Ovutpoor AmusEMENTS.— Highbury Barn, or 
Le Chateau de Fleurs, on the north, Cremorne 
Gardens on the south-west, and Woolwich and 
Rosherville on the east, at the approach of fine 
weather, spread their various attractions, and put 
forth programmes of the most alluring character; 
and certainly the most fastidious must be pleased 
at the combination of attraction each place affords. 


Mr. F. Cuatrerton’s Benerit.—We perceive 
that this gentleman announces a theatrical per- 
formance at the St. James’s Theatre, this day 
(Wednesday), the Derby Day, for his benefit. The 
principal novelty of the evening will be the repro- 
duction of the famous masked ball scene from 
“Gustavus,” which will be rendered unusually 
attractive by the fact, that all persons occupying 
places in the stalls will be permitted to mingle 
with the masked characters on the stage. 

DISAPPEARANCE OF THE French Company.—The 
company of French comedians, recently playing 
at the St. James’s Theatre, have made a sudden 
retreat. They were announced to perform on 
Monday evening in three pieces, but failed to 
make their promised appearance. This preci- 
pitate retreat of the French artistes, was, however, 
only a second edition of the flight of Mr. Phelps 
and the Sadler’s Wells’ company from Rotterdam 
only a few days previously, under precisely 
similar circumstances. . 

Tue Last Days or “Jack Suerrarp.” — The 
Lord Chamberlain has at length, very properly, 
put an end to the dramatic existence, as a judge 
and jury formerly cut short the mortal career, of 
this notorious burglar. A notice was forwarded 
to Mr. Johnson Towers, the lessee of the Victoria 
Theatre, on the 20th inst., from Mr. Donne, the 
licenser of plays, by direction of the Lord Cham- 
berlain, requesting Mr. Towers to substitute, as 
soon as convenient, another piece for “ Jack 
Sheppard,” as the performance of that drama, or 
any other “bearing the title, or having for its 
subject the story of Jack Sheppard,” would not 
be permitted in future. 





MapameE Tussavp’s.—The wax-work effigies at 
the gallery in Baker-street have been arranged in 
chronological order, and classified with greater 
attention to historical data than they were origi- 


| nally; and within these few weeks so many new 
Opthalmic Hospital was held at the Albion Hotel | = t , 


figures have been added, that it is impossible for 
the perfect specification of them to be made 
within the limited space of a public journal. The 
proprietor has employed the talents of some of 
the best artists, and has, by so doing, secured 
perfect models of the originals; amongst them the 
figures of the late King of Naples (Bomba), of the 
Dowager Empress of Russia, and of the Grand 
Duke Constantine may be mentioned as very 
perfect. 

Hottoway’s OINTMENT AND Pitts.—The Eye.— 
Tn all inflammatory diseases of this delicate organ 
and its appendages, it is absolutely necessary to 
check the first symtoms, or mischief speedily 
results. Holloway’s Ointment applied to the 
temples and surrounding skin has the happiest 
effect in subduing commencing occular inflam- 
mation, and putting an end in a few days toa 
disease, the extent of whose ravages, if neglected, 
none can predict, frequently extending to the 
total destruction of sight, and placing life itself 
in imminent peril. In all diseases of the eye, 
Holloway’s Pills should be freely taken, to assist 
the Ointment, as the sooner the system feels their 
cooling principle the more certain is the cure. 





HIGHBURY BARN. , 
E CHATEAUX DE FLEURS DE LON- 
DRES.—Leviathan Platform—Thousands of 
iums in bloom—Brilliantly illuminated gar- 
ens— Wonderful improvements at the Barn. OPEN 
EVERY DAY. Band of Forty. A long night on 
the Derby Day. A Fancy Dress Ball, and Third 
Distribution of Valuable Presents in Gold and Silver 
Watches, articles of Vertu, Toilette, &c., on Whit- 
Monday, June 13. 


TO DRAMATIC AMATEURS. 
Wasted, immediately, a few Dramatic Ama- 
‘ teurs to take Parts in a private Performance, to 
be held shortly at the undermentioned establishment. 
Terms exceedingly moderate. Early application re- 
quested. The Hall, capable of containing 500 per- 
sons, with stage, scenery, footlights, &c, to be Let 
for Dramatic representations on reasonable terms, 
Manager— Mr. Charles Clifford. 
N.B.—The Gentlemen who have intimated their 
intention of becoming members are requested to meet 
at the Hall this evening (Wednesday) at 8, for the 
sae ae of electing a Committee, and for other pre- 
iminary business, 
Surrey Athenzum and Dramatic Hall, 34, York- 
road, Lambeth, 8. 


Health for all Mankind. 

eer greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 

devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 
imitate which is felony. Beware of imitations. 




























































ee 


SS 



































176 





THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 











Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
SAé UEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 

Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. : 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 


Bazaar, Baker Street. 

EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON. 
TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 
and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 
King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 
from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 
sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 

dusk, and from seven till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found ; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 
adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted pany pane have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROODIS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 
— Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 

r. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
mp of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
aiso are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Keenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is, 

Zolectic Hall and Amateur Theatre. 

EVERAL Plays and Farces are in rehearsal, and 

will be played as soon as the casts are filled. 
Any Lady or Gentleman wishing to take parts can do 
so by applying at the Hall, where the casts are to be 
seen at any hour. The Eclectic Club is continued, 
and under an entire new management, in which 
every instruction will be given to young beginners in 
the profession. 1s. 6d. per week, including all ex- 
penses, two weeks to be paid in advance. An 
amateur company can hire the Hall forstage rehearsal, 
with scenery complete, on reasonable terms, at any 
heur. The Hall to Let for Amateur Performances, 
Balls, Concerts, Tea Parties, &c. 18, Denmark- 
street, Crown-street, Soho, 

Proprietor—James Flexman, to whom all commu- 
nications must be addressed. Mr. J. P. Brown, Stage 
Manager. Mr. Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre, 
31, Bow-street. 

To the Dramatic Profession. 
C W OOMBES, Ul, Little Russell- 

e . street, Costumier to the Royal Ita- 
lian and English O begs to inform Gentlemen in 
the Profession that he can upon the shortest notice sup- 
ply them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 

















Advertise! Advertise!! Advertise!!! 


J W. HATER, Advertising Agent, New- 
Je . castle-on-Tyne, respectfully calls the 
attention of Public Companies and Advertisers in 
general to the advantages to be derived by entrusting 
their favours to his care and judgment. His exten- 
sive correspondence with the press places him ina 
position to impart such information as will tend to 
cement a cennection which may prove mutually 
valuable, Be 
J. W.C. having been connected with the advertising 
business for a considerable length of time, he is 
enabled to select the best medium for promoting the 
interests of Advertisers, avoiding unnecessary outlay, 
and insuring those advantages that result from 
judicious advertising. hak 's 
N.B.—Advertisers should bear in mind that 
advertisements sent through this office are forwarded 
to the several Newspapers, and contracted for at 
prices considerably lower than can be effected by the 
Advertisers themselves, and an Advertisement may 
be inserted in every newspaper in the kingdom with- 
out any commission or extra expense to the Adver- 
tisers, One order and one settlement is only required. 
Full particulars to be obtained relating to the 
character, circulation, and eligibility of the different 
Newspapers published throughout the kingdom. 


PRINTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 


A list of all the Newspapers published in the king- 
dom free by post for four stamps. 


mOW TO WIN A LOVER. 


OST FREE for 26 stamps (secure from obser- 
vation), the most curious Work ever published 
in the English Language, entitled “ Matrimony made 
Easy.” y following the directions contained 
therein, you can win as many of the opposite sex as 
you wish. All may be married, irrespective of age, 
appearance, or position. And, in addition to the 
ps a you will also receive full particulars how to 
ascertain a person’s true character and disposition. 
These Secrets once known, can be acted upon b 
any person. There is no chance of discovery, an 
failure is impossible. Since introducing my valuable 
plan, I find another person advertising and pretending 
to send something similar. It is an imposition. He 
cannot, dare not advertise, my secrets being copy- 
right; they are the original’ and only genuine, and 
cannot be obtained from any one but myself.—Address, 
Mr. J. Wright, Clayton-street West, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 








TO THE UNMARRIED. 
ite you wish to Marry, send a stamped addressed 
envelope to Mr. J. Wright, Clayton-street West, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and you will hear of a Secret how 
to win the opposite sex—male or female, old or 
young, rich or poor, prepossessing or otherwise. 


RAVELLERS visiting Newcastle-on-Tyne will 

find good Accammodation on very reasonable 

terms at Miss CURKY’S Family and Private 
Lodgings, 52, Clayton-street. Copy the address. 








Printed by J. T. Picxsuan, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o'clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestow; and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road; Gilbert, Paternoster-row ; 
Harris, 25, Bow-street, Covent-garden; Purkess, 60, 
Compton-street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; and 
all Booksellers and Newsvendors.—To be had, by order, 
in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 35, Lower Rosoman street, Clerkenwell. 








